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 This study aims to understand, explain, and address the complexities of 
oppression in a multicultural and multiethnic society such as ASEAN. This 
study uses a law-based methodological approach that integrates 
intersectionality, zpostcolonial, zfeminist, zcritical zrace, zand zqueer ztheories 
zconcerning zinternational zlegal zinstruments. zBased zon zthe zresults zof zthe 
zstudy, zmapping zthe zlandscape zof zintersectionality zin zASEAN zreveals zhow 
zthe zinteraction zof zgender, zrace, zclass, zreligion, zand zsexual zorientation 
zcreates zmultiple zdiscriminations, zsuch zas zthose zexperienced zby zfemale 
zmigrant zworkers, zthe zLGBTQ+ zcommunity, zand zreligious zand zethnic 
zminorities, zwho zare zoften zmarginalised zin zlegal zsystems zand zpublic 
zpolicies. zWhile zinternational zinstruments zdemand zprotection zwithout 
zdiscrimination, zinconsistent zimplementation zof zlaws zin zASEAN 
zexacerbates zexisting zstructural zinjustices. zTherefore, za ztransformative 
zstrategy zfor zsocial zjustice zin zASEAN zrequires za zrights-based zapproach 
zthat zfocuses zon zempowering zvulnerable zgroups, ztheir zactive zparticipation 
zin zdecision-making zprocesses, zand zlegal zreforms zthat zintegrate zprinciples 
zof zintersectionality zto zensure zequitable zaccess zto zjustice. zThis zapproach 
zcan zonly zsucceed zif zASEAN zcountries zalign zdomestic zpolicies zwith 
zinternational zstandards, zstrengthen zinclusive zlegal systems, and 
empower regional mechanisms such as the ASEAN Intergovernmental 
Commission on Human Rights (AICHR) to more effectively uphold human 
rights in the region. 

@2025 z- zSuyahman, z Suud zSarim zKarimullah, zMuh. zAkbar zFhad zSyahril 
z Under zthe zlicense zCC zBY-SA z4.0 
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1. Introduction 

Social justice is one of the most critical and relevant issues in the ASEAN region, where 

ethnic, cultural, religious, gender, and social class diversity interact with complex 

histories of colonialism, power structures, and uneven economic development zIn zthis 

zcontext, zintersectionality zan zapproach zthat zconsiders zhow zpeople's zmultiple zidentities 

zintertwine zand zcreate zunique zexperiences zof zoppression zprovides za zcritical zperspective 

zfor zunderstanding zthe zregion's zsocial zinjustices.1 z ASEAN zhas zunique zsocio-political 

zdynamics, zwith zmore zthan z680 zmillion zpeople zliving zin za zhighly zheterogeneous zsocial 

zenvironment.2 zHowever, zthis zdiversity zis zoften za zsource zof zpersistent zsocial zand zpolitical 

ztension, zwith zminority zgroups zfacing zsystematic zdiscrimination, zwhether zthrough zstate 

zpolicies, zsocial znorms, zor zexploitative zglobal zeconomic zpractices. 

One zof zASEAN's zmost zsignificant zchallenges zin zcreating zsocial zjustice zis zmanaging zethnic 

zand zreligious zpluralism.3 z Countries zsuch zas zMyanmar, zIndonesia, zand zMalaysia zhave 

zcome zunder zinternational zscrutiny zfor ztheir zsimmering zidentity-based zconflicts. zIn 

zMyanmar, zfor zexample, zthe zviolence zperpetrated zagainst zthe zRohingya zcommunity zhas 

zshown zhow zethnic zand zreligious zidentity zcan zbe zused zas za ztool zto zlegitimise zsystemic 

zviolence.4 z The zRohingya, za zminority zMuslim zcommunity zin za zpredominantly zBuddhist 

zcountry, zhave zsuffered zdecades zof zpersecution.5 z They zhave zbeen zdriven zfrom ztheir zland 

zand zdeprived zof zfundamental zrights, zincluding zcitizenship, zaccess zto zeducation, zand 

zlegal zprotection.6 z This zreflects zhow zoppression zcan zoperate zon zmultiple zlevels, zfrom 

zphysical z violence z to z structural z discrimination, z reinforced z by z exclusive z narratives 

z of 

 

1 z Anna zErwin zet zal., z“Intersectionality zShapes zAdaptation zto zSocial-Ecological zChange,” zWorld 
zDevelopment z138 z(2021): z105282, zhttps://doi.org/10.1016/j.worlddev.2020.105282. 
2 zUmakanta zMohapatra zand zUmakanta zMohapatra, z“Discourse zon zVoluntary zOrganisations zin zDeveloping 
zNations,” zVoluntary zOrganisations zand zRural zDevelopment zin zSouth zAsia: zAssumptions zand zRealities, z2021, 
z19–57, zhttps://doi.org/10.1007/978-981-16-6293-5_2. 
3 zYusep zGinanjar zand zPutri zAuliya, z“Complexity zof zthe zGovernment zand zGovernance zin zASEAN 
zMembers: zIssues zand zChallenges,” zJournal zOf zGlobal zStrategic zStudies: zJurnal zMagister zHubungan 
zInternasional z4, zno. z2 z(2024): z206–29, zhttps://doi.org/10.36859/jgss.v4i2.3007. 
4 z Iqthyer zUddin zMd zZahed, z“The zState zagainst zthe zRohingya: zRoot zCauses zof zthe zExpulsion zof zRohingya 
zfrom zMyanmar,” zPolitics, zReligion z& zIdeology z22, zno. z3–4 z(2021): z436–60, 
zhttps://doi.org/10.1080/21567689.2021.1995716. 
5 z Mowsume zBhattacharjee, z“Statelessness zof zan zEthnic zMinority: zThe zCase zof zRohingya,” zFrontiers zin 
zPolitical zScience z6 z(2024): z1144493, zhttps://doi.org/10.3389/fpos.2024.1144493. 
6 z Dewi zNurvianti zand zTinuk zDwi zCahyani, z“Enforcement zof zNationality zPrinciple: zA zBasic zApproach zfor 
zHuman zRight zProtection,” zIndonesia zLaw zReform zJournal z3, zno. z2 z(July z30, z2023): z219–33, 
zhttps://doi.org/10.22219/ilrej.v3i2.29709. 
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ethnic znationalism. 

 
In zIndonesia, zdespite zbeing zrecognised zas za zreligiously zdiverse zdemocracy, 

zdiscrimination zagainst zreligious zminorities zremains za zsignificant zproblem.7 z Incidents 

zsuch zas zchurch zclosures, zrestrictions zon zadherents zof zreligious zminorities zsuch zas 

zAhmadiyah zand zShia, zand zrising zintolerance ztowards znon-Muslims zshow zhow zsocial 

zpolicies zand zpractices zoften zfail zto zprotect zthe zrights zof zminority zgroups. zIn zmany zcases, 

zreligious zminorities zin zIndonesia zface zsocial zpressure zand zdiscriminatory zpolicies zthat 

zexacerbate zinjustice.8 z Malaysia, zon zthe zother zhand, zfaces zsimilar zchallenges zwith zits 

zentrenched zrace-based zpolitics. zA zpolitical zsystem zbased zon zracial zdivisions zcreates 

ztensions zbetween zthe zMalay zmajority zand zthe zChinese zand zIndian zminorities.9 z In this 

context, racial and religious identities are often used as political tools to maintain 

power, which ultimately deepens the social injustice gap. 

In zaddition zto zthe zchallenges zof zpluralism, zLGBTQ+ zissues zin zASEAN zalso zreflect zhow 

ztraditional zpatriarchal zand zconservative zsocial znorms zcan zreinforce zdiscrimination 

zagainst zgroups zdeemed zto zdeviate zfrom zthe zdominant znorm. zIn zmany zASEAN zcountries, 

zhomosexuality zis zstill zconsidered ztaboo zor zeven zillegal, zsuch zas zin zBrunei, zwhich 

zenforces zstrict zIslamic zlaws zagainst zsame-sex zrelationships. zAlthough zsome zcountries, 

zsuch zas zSingapore, zhave zrecently zrepealed zlaws zcriminalising zhomosexuality, zsocial 

zstigma zagainst zthe zLGBTQ+ zcommunity zremains za zsignificant zchallenge.10 z In zIndonesia, 

zLGBTQ+ zindividuals zface zmultiple zpressures, zranging zfrom zsocial zstigma zand zviolence 

 
 
 

 

7 zRobert zW zHefner, z“Islam zand zInstitutional zReligious zFreedom zin zIndonesia,” zReligions z12, zno. z6 z(June 
z7, z2021): z415, zhttps://doi.org/10.3390/rel12060415; zSuud zSarim zKarimullah, z“The zRole zof zLaw 
zEnforcement zOfficials: zThe zDilemma zBetween zProfessionalism zand zPolitical zInterests,” zJurnal zHukum zDan 
zPeradilan z13, zno. z2 z(2024): z365–92, zhttps://doi.org/10.25216/jhp.13.2.2024.365-392. 
8 zAndi zLuhur zPrianto zet zal., z“Hijacking zof zState zPower zon zReligious zFreedom zby zCommunity zOrganizations 
zin zIndonesia,” zJurnal zIlmiah zIslam zFutura z24, zno. z2 z(2024): z348–67, 
zhttps://doi.org/10.22373/jiif.v24i2.17916; zNuvazria zAchir zand zSri zNanang zMeiske zKamba, z“The 
zFunction zof zSharia-Based zRegional zRegulations zon zEducation zand zSocial zServices zin zthe zRegions,” 
zJambura zLaw zReview z3 z(2021): z1–17, zhttps://doi.org/10.33756/jlr.v3i0.7643. 
9 z James zChin, z“Racism ztowards zthe zChinese zMinority zin zMalaysia: zPolitical zIslam zand zInstitutional 
zBarriers,” zThe zPolitical zQuarterly z93, zno. z3 z(2022): z451–59, zhttps://doi.org/10.1111/1467-923X.13145. 
z
10 z George zBaylon zRadics, z“Challenging zAntisodomy zLaws zin zSingapore zand zthe zFormer zBritish zColonies 

zof zASEAN,” zJournal zof zHuman zRights z20, zno. z2 z(2021): z211–27, 
zhttps://doi.org/10.1080/14754835.2020.1841608. 
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to zpersecution zby zstate zauthorities.11 z For zexample, zraids zon zLGBTQ+ zcommunities zin 

zsome zareas zshow zhow zdiscrimination zagainst zthese zgroups zis znot zonly zbased zon zsocial 

znorms zbut zalso zlegitimised zby zstate zpolicies. zSimilarly, zin zthe zPhilippines, zthe 

ztransgender zcommunity zfaces zmore zsevere zdiscrimination zthan zgays zand zlesbians, zas 

ztheir zidentity zis zoften zperceived zas za zthreat zto ztraditional zgender znorms.12 

The zissue zof zeconomic zinequality zin zASEAN zis zalso zinseparable zfrom zthe 

zintersectionality zof zsocial zjustice. zThe zregion zis zknown zfor zits zhigh zeconomic zgrowth 

zrates zand zsignificant zdisparities zbetween zthe zrich zand zpoor. zIn zcountries zsuch zas 

zIndonesia, zthe zPhilippines, zand zCambodia, zincome zinequality zcontinues zto zrise, zcreating 

za zdeep zchasm zbetween zthe zelite zand zthe zmarginalised. zIn zthis zcontext, zfactors zsuch zas 

zgender, zrace, zand zsocial zclass zinteract zto zexacerbate zthe zexperiences zof zoppression 

zexperienced zby zcertain zgroups.13 zFor zexample, zwomen zfrom zindigenous zcommunities zin 

zthe zPhilippines zare zoften zvictims zof zeconomic zexploitation, zwhere zthey zare zemployed zin 

zthe zinformal zsector zfor zlow zwages zand zwithout zadequate zlegal zprotection. zMeanwhile, 

zin zCambodia, zthe zexploitation zof zworkers zin zthe ztextile zsector zshows zhow zeconomic 

zinjustice zcan zoccur zunder zan zunjust zsystem zof zglobal zcapitalism.14 z Women zworkers zin 

ztextile zfactories zoften zface zpoor zworking zconditions, zlow zwages, zand zsexual zharassment, 

zcreating za zmulti-layered zexperience zof zoppression. 

Intersectionality provides a crucial lens for understanding how these multiple forms of 

oppression are intertwined and mutually reinforcing.15 z As za zcritical zapproach, 

zintersectionality zchallenges ztraditional zperspectives zthat ztend zto zsee zcategories zsuch zas 

 

11 z Ferdiansyah zThajib, z“Discordant zEmotions: zThe zAffective zDynamics zof zAnti-LGBT zCampaigns zin 
zIndonesia,” zIndonesia zand zthe zMalay zWorld z50, zno. z146 z(2022): z10–32, 
zhttps://doi.org/10.1080/13639811.2022.2005312. 
12 z Luis zEmmanuel zA zAbesamis zand zRowalt zAlibudbud, z“From zthe zBathroom zto za zNational zDiscussion zof 
zLGBTQ+ zRights: zA zCase zof zDiscrimination zin zthe zPhilippines,” zJournal zof zLesbian zStudies z28, zno. z1 
z(2024): z84–99, zhttps://doi.org/10.1080/10894160.2023.2251775. 
13 z James zDavid zSimon, zReiko zBoyd, zand zAndrew zM zSubica, z“Refocusing zIntersectionality zin zSocial zWork 
zEducation: zCreating za zBrave zSpace zto zDiscuss zOppression zand zPrivilege,” zJournal zof zSocial zWork zEducation 
z58, zno. z1 z(2022): z34–45, zhttps://doi.org/10.1080/10437797.2021.1883492. 
14 z Min zLi zand zXiaoli zHu, z“Can zLabor-Standards zAdvocacy zby zTransnational zCivil zSociety zOrganizations 
zInteract zwith zthe zPower zof zLabor zto zImprove zLabor zStandards zin zGlobal zSupply zChains? zA zCase zStudy 
zof zthe zCambodian zGarment zIndustry,” zEconomic zand zIndustrial zDemocracy z44, zno. z1 z(2023): z208–29, 
zhttps://doi.org/10.1177/0143831X211066129. 
15 z Ashley zM zRuiz zet zal., z“An zIntegrative zLiterature zReview zand zCritical zReflection zof zIntersectionality 
zTheory,” zNursing zInquiry z28, zno. z4 z(2021): ze12414, zhttps://doi.org/10.1111/nin.12414. 
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gender, zrace, zand zclass zas zseparate zentities. zIn zreality, za zperson's zidentity zis zoften zmade 

zup zof zmultiple zlayers zthat zinfluence zeach zother, zcreating zunique zexperiences zin zthe zface 

zof zdiscrimination.16 z For zexample, za zwoman zfrom zan zIndigenous zcommunity zliving zin 

zpoverty zin zrural zIndonesia zfaces znot zonly zgender-based zdiscrimination zbut zalso zsocial 

zstigma zdue zto zher zethnic zand zclass zidentity.17 z This zexperience zdiffers zfrom zthat zof zan 

zurban zwoman zfrom zthe zmiddle zclass zdespite zthe zgender-based zchallenges zthey zface. zAn 

zintersectionality zapproach, zthus, zmakes zit zpossible zto zsee zhow zoppression zoperates zin za 

zcomplex zand zmultidimensional zmanner, zwhich zcannot zbe zfully zunderstood zthrough za 

zone-dimensional zanalysis. 

Crenshaw zis za zpioneer zin zthe zconcept zof zintersectionality. zIn zher zreview zarticle, 

zCrenshaw zshows zhow zanti-discrimination zlaws zin zthe zUnited zStates ztend zto zignore zthe 

zunique zexperiences zof zblack zwomen zwho zare zat zthe zintersection zof zgender zand zrace- 

zbased zdiscrimination.18 z Crenshaw zcriticises zthat zmainstream zfeminist ztheory zoften 

zignores zissues zof zrace, zwhile zantiracist ztheory zusually zfails zto zaddress zgender-related 

zproblems. zThis zstudy zformed zan zessential zfoundation zin zintersectionality zstudies zand 

zbecame za zreference zfor zmany zsubsequent zstudies. zCollins, za zsociology zscholar zand zblack 

zfeminist zthinker, zexplores zhow zblack zwomen zshape ztheir zworldview zthrough zcollective 

zexperiences zof zracial zand zgender zoppression.19 zShe zintroduced zthe zconcept zof zthe zmatrix 

zof zdomination, zwhich zidentifies zhow zdifferent zforms zof zpower, zsuch zas zrace, zgender, 

zclass, zand zsexuality, zare zintertwined zin zcreating zinjustice. zCollins' zview zis zparticularly 

zrelevant zin zdiscussions zof zintersectionality zas zit zoffers za zway zto zunderstand zthe 

zrelationship zbetween zmultiple zoverlapping zidentities zand zoppression. 

Glenn zexplores zhow zrace zand zgender zhave zinfluenced znotions zof zcitizenship zand 

zemployment zrelations zin zthe zUnited zStates. zShe zshows zthat zracial zand zgender zcategories 

 

 

16 z A z K z M z Ahsan z Ullah, z “Struggles z for z Identity z Formation: z Second-Generation z South z Asian 
z Diaspora 
Overseas,” zSouth zAsian zDiaspora, z2024, z1–16, zhttps://doi.org/10.1080/19438192.2024.2328465. 
17 z Susi zSusilawati zet zal., z“Manifestations zof zGender zInjustice zin zDivorced zMarriages: zThe zKabalutan 
zTradition,” zJambura zLaw zReview z5, zno. z1 z(2023): z136–55, zhttps://doi.org/10.33756/jlr.v5i1.17722. 
18 z Kimberlé zCrenshaw, z“Demarginalizing zthe zIntersection zof zRace zand zSex: zA zBlack zFeminist zCritique 
zof zAntidiscrimination zDoctrine, zFeminist zTheory zand zAntiracist zPolitics,” zin zFeminist zLegal zTheories 
z(Routledge, z2013), z23–51. 
19 z Patricia zHill zCollins, zBlack zFeminist zThought: zKnowledge, zConsciousness, zand zthe zPolitics zof 
zEmpowerment z(New zYork: zRoutledge, z2022), zhttps://doi.org/10.4324/9781003245650. 
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have zbeen zused zhistorically zto zmaintain zpower zhierarchies zin zsociety.20 z Her zwork 

zprovides zimportant zinsights zinto zunderstanding zhow zintersectionality zoperates zin 

zstructural zand zhistorical zcontexts, zespecially zin zlabour zrelations zand zcivil zrights. zMcCall 

zexamines zhow zintersectionality zcan zbe zanalysed zmethodologically.21 z She zintroduces 

zthree zapproaches zto zthe zstudy zof zintersectionality: zintra-category, zinter-category, zand 

zanti-category zintersectionality. zThese zapproaches zprovide zmore zprecise zanalytical 

ztools zto zsee zhow zdifferent zidentity zcategories zcreate zoppression. zMcCall's zresearch 

zhelped zdevelop za zmore zstructured zframework zfor zstudying zintersectionality zand zsocial 

zjustice. 

Bilge zapplies zthe zconcept zof zintersectionality zin zthe zcontext zof zveiled zMuslim zwomen, 

zchallenging zthe zdichotomy zbetween zsubordination zand zresistance zin zWestern zdiscourse 

zon zthe zhijab.22 zShe zshows zthat zveiled zMuslim zwomen zare zoften zvictims zof zdiscrimination 

zbased zon za zcombination zof zgender zidentity, zreligion, zand zrace. zStill, zat zthe zsame ztime, 

zthey zalso zhave zagency zin zmaking ztheir zchoices. zLorde, zin zher zcollection zof zessays, 

zhighlights zhow zpatriarchal zand zracialised zsystems zof zpower zwork zsimultaneously zto 

zoppress zblack zwomen, zlesbians, zand zother zminority zgroups. zLorde zargues zthat 

zresistance zto zoppression zmust zinvolve zacknowledging zthe zdiversity zof zexperiences, zand 

zshe zemphasises zthe zimportance zof zsolidarity zbetween zdifferent zgroups.23 z Lorde's zwork 

zis zparticularly zrelevant zin zdiscussions zof zintersectionality zas zshe zemphasises zthe 

zcomplexity zof zdiverse zidentity zexperiences zin zthe zstruggle zagainst zoppression. 

Through the literature review of these studies, it can be seen that the concept of 

intersectionality has significantly contributed to enriching social justice analysis. These 

studies show how different dimensions of oppression are intertwined and shape the 

unique experiences of individuals and groups. zAs zsuch, zthis zliterature zreview zsupports 

zthe z argument z that z an z intersectionality z approach z is z essential z for z understanding 

z the 

 

20 zEvelyn zNakano zGlenn, zUnequal zFreedom: zHow zRace zand zGender zShaped zAmerican zCitizenship zand zLabor 
(Cambridge: zHarvard zUniversity zPress, z2004), zhttps://doi.org/10.4159/9780674037649. 
21 zLeslie zMcCall, z“The zComplexity zof zIntersectionality,” zSigns: zJournal zof zWomen zin zCulture zand zSociety z30, 
zno. z3 z(2005): z1771–1800, zhttps://doi.org/10.1086/426800. 
22 zSirma zBilge, z“Beyond zSubordination zvs. zResistance: zAn zIntersectional zApproach zto zthe zAgency zof zVeiled 
zMuslim zWomen,” zJournal zof zIntercultural zStudies z31, zno. z1 z(2010): z9–28, 
zhttps://doi.org/10.1080/07256860903477662. 
23 zAudre zLorde, zSister zOutsider: zEssays zand zSpeeches z(California: zCrossing zPress, z2012). 
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complexity zof zoppression zand zcreating zmore zinclusive zpolicies zand zsocial zmovements. 

zAs zsuch, zthis zreview zaims zto zprovide za zdeeper zunderstanding zof zhow zdifferent zforms zof 

zoppression zand zdiscrimination zoperate zsimultaneously zand zinterrelatedly zin zsociety, 

zespecially zin zthe zASEAN zregion. zThe zregion zcomprises zdiverse zcountries zwith zcomplex 

zsocial, zpolitical, zand zcultural zbackgrounds zinvolving zunique zpower zdynamics, zidentities, 

zand zsocial zstructures. 

In zASEAN, zidentity-based zoppression zis zoften zmore zcomplex zthan zin zWestern zcountries, 

zgiven zthe ztremendous zethnic zdiversity, zsuch zas zin zMalaysia, zIndonesia, zthe zPhilippines, 

zMyanmar, zand zThailand, zwhere zethnic zand zreligious zdifferences zplay za zsignificant zrole 

zin zsocial zand zpolitical zlife. zIn zmany zASEAN zcountries, zpolitical zsystems zare zstill zheavily 

zinfluenced zby zauthoritarian zpractices, zeconomic zoligarchies, zand zpolicies zthat 

znormalise zdiscrimination zagainst zcertain zgroups. zFor zexample, zin zMalaysia, zethnic- 

zbased zaffirmative zaction zpolicies zoften zbenefit zthe zMalay zgroup zbut zhave za 

zdiscriminatory zimpact zon zthe zChinese zand zIndian zethnic zgroups. zOn zthe zother zhand, zin 

zMyanmar, zthe zRohingya zcrisis zis zan zextreme zexample zof zhow zreligious zand zethnic-based 

zoppression zcan zmanifest zin zsystematic zand zstructured zviolence. zIn zthis zregard, zthis 

zstudy zaims zto zidentify zhow zpublic zpolicies zin zASEAN zcountries zoften zfail zto 

zaccommodate zthe zcomplexity zof zpeople’s zidentities zand zhow zthis zreinforces zthe 

zoppression zof zminority zgroups. 

It zalso zexplores zhow zintersectionality zcan zbe za zpractical zframework zfor zdeveloping 

zmore zinclusive zand zequitable zsocial zjustice zpolicies zand zstrategies zin zthe zASEAN zregion. 

zIn zsocial zjustice, zintersectionality zoffers zan zanalytical zview zthat zcan zlook zat zinjustice 

zfrom zone zaspect zof zidentity zand zall zthe zdimensions zcontributing zto zindividual 

zoppression. zThis zis zrelevant zfor zASEAN, zwhere zsocial zjustice zpolicies zare zoften zuniform 

zand zdo znot zconsider zthe zdifferences zin zmultiethnic zand zmulticultural zsocieties. zFor 

zexample, zgender zpolicies zin zASEAN zcountries zare zusually zimplemented zwithout 

zconsidering zother zfactors zsuch zas zrace zor zeconomic zstatus. zThis zpaper zaims zto zshow zthat 

zmore zeffective zsocial zjustice zpolicies zshould zconsider zintersectionality zto zbetter 

zrespond zto zthe zneeds zof zmarginalised zgroups. 
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2. Problem zStatement 

How zdoes zmapping zthe zlandscape zof zintersectionality zin zASEAN zreveal zthe zinterplay 

zbetween zdifferent zsocial zidentities, zsuch zas zgender, zethnicity, zsocial zclass, zreligion, zand 

zeconomic zstatus, zwhich zcreate zcomplex zand zlayered zinjustices? zWhy zare zlegal zand zpolicy 

zframeworks zin zthe zregion, zdespite zprogress, zstill znot zwholly zinclusive zor zresponsive zto 

zvulnerable zgroups zfacing zmultiple zdiscrimination? zWhat zare zthe zgaps zin zregulation zand 

zpolicy zimplementation zthat zhinder zthe zachievement zof zequitable zsocial zjustice zin 

zASEAN, zand zhow zcan ztransformative zstrategies zthat zintegrate zintersectionality 

zapproaches zhelp zcreate zmore zjust zand zinclusive zsocieties zin zthe zregion? 

3. Methods 

This study uses a law-based methodological approach that integrates intersectionality, 

postcolonial, feminist, critical race, and queer theories by referring to international 

legal instruments such as the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR), zthe 

zInternational zCovenant zon zCivil zand zPolitical zRights z(ICCPR), zthe zInternational 

zCovenant zon zEconomic, zSocial zand zCultural zRights z(ICESCR), zand zthe zInternational 

zConvention zon zthe zElimination zof zAll zForms zof zRacial zDiscrimination z(ICERD). 

zIntersectionality ztheory zprovides za zframework zfor zunderstanding zhow zmultiple 

zidentities, zsuch zas zgender, zrace, zsocial zclass, zand zsexual zorientation, zinteract zto zcreate 

zvarious zdiscrimination.24 z This zis zseen zin zthe zcase zof zwomen zmigrant zworkers zfrom zthe 

zPhilippines zand zIndonesia zwho zface zexploitation zin zMalaysia zand zSingapore, zranging 

zfrom zsexual zharassment zto zlow zwages zand zlegal zexclusion, zdespite zthe zICCPR zand 

zICESCR zexplicitly zaffirming zprotection zwithout zdiscrimination zfor zall zindividuals. zIn zthis 

zcontext, zthe zpostcolonial ztheory zhelps zexplain zhow zthe zlegacy zof zcolonialism zshapes 

zhierarchical zand zexploitative zlegal zstructures,25 z such zas zMalaysia's zrace-based zpolicies 

zthat, zwhile zaimed zat zaddressing zeconomic zinequality, zmarginalise zChinese zand zIndian 

zcommunities. z  z This z  z practice z  z contradicts z  z the z  z ICERD's z  z prohibition z  

z of z  z racial 

 

24 z Sa‐kiera zTiarra zJolynn zHudson, zAnnalisa zMyer, zand zElyssa zChristine zBerney, z“Stereotyping, 
zPrejudice, zand zDiscrimination zat zthe zIntersection zof zRace zand zGender: zAn zIntersectional zTheory zPrimer,” 
zSocial zand zPersonality zPsychology zCompass z18, zno. z2 z(2024): ze12939, 
zhttps://doi.org/10.1111/spc3.12939; zLu zSudirman zet zal., z“International zLaws zand zThe zReality: zThe 
zComplexity zof zCorporate zLaw zin zEmpowering zHuman zRights,” zJambura zLaw zReview z6, zno. z1 z(2024): z1–
32, zhttps://doi.org/10.33756/jlr.v6i1.22514. 
25 z Brian zZ zTamanaha, z“Legal zPluralism zacross zthe zGlobal zSouth: zColonial zOrigins zand zContemporary 
zConsequences,” zThe zJournal zof zLegal zPluralism zand zUnofficial zLaw z53, zno. z2 z(2021): z168–205, 
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zhttps://doi.org/10.1080/07329113.2021.1942606. 
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discrimination. 

 
On zthe zother zhand, zfeminist ztheory zcriticises zhow zinstitutionalised zpatriarchy 

zexacerbates zthe zoppression zof zwomen, zespecially zthose zfrom zindigenous zgroups zor 

zethnic zminorities.26 z For zexample, zRohingya zwomen zin zMyanmar zface zgender-based 

zviolence, zsocial zexclusion, zand zthe zremoval zof zcitizenship zrights zthrough zthe z1982 

zCitizenship zLaw, zwhich zcontradicts zthe zprinciples zof zthe zUDHR zand zthe zConvention zon 

zthe zElimination zof zAll zForms zof zDiscrimination zagainst zWomen z(CEDAW). zMeanwhile, 

zcritical zrace ztheory zprovides za zmore zprofound zperspective zby zexploring zhow zrace-based 

zdiscrimination zis zinstitutionalised zin znational zpolicies zin zASEAN, zsuch zas zin zthe zcase zof 

zMyanmar, zwhich zsystematically zremoves zthe zcivil zand zeconomic zrights zof zethnic 

zRohingya, zcontrary zto zArticles z2 zand z26 zof zthe zICCPR zwhich zguarantee zequality zbefore 

zthe zlaw zand zprotection zwithout zdiscrimination. 

Queer ztheory zprovides za zcritique zof zthe zheteronormative znorms zthat zdominate zthe 

zregion, zsuch zas zthe zrepressive zpolicies zin zBrunei zand zSingapore. zThe zimplementation zof 

zthe z"Syariah zPenal zCode" zin zBrunei, zwhich zcriminalises zsame-sex zrelations zunder zthe 

zdeath zpenalty, zas zwell zas zthe zpersistence zof zSection z377A zin zSingapore, zwhich 

zcriminalises zsame-sex zrelations, zare zconcrete zexamples zof zhow zthe zlaw zis zused zto 

zlegitimise zdiscrimination, zviolating zUDHR zprinciples zand zArticle z17 zof zthe zICCPR zwhich 

zguarantees zthe zright zto zprivacy zand zindividual zliberty. zBy zintegrating zthese zlegal 

ztheories zwith zinternational zinstruments, zthis zstudy zhighlights zthe zroots zof 

zdiscrimination zin zASEAN zand zoffers znormative zguidance zto zpromote zmore zinclusive 

zlegal zreforms. zThis zincludes zharmonising znational zpolicies zwith zinternational 

zstandards, zas zwell zas zstrengthening zASEAN's zrole, zmainly zthrough zthe zASEAN 

zIntergovernmental zCommission zon zHuman zRights z(AICHR), zto zbe za zconsultative 

zplatform zcapable zof zupholding zprinciples zof zsocial zjustice zand zhuman zrights zthat zare 

zmore zinclusive zof zall zvulnerable zgroups zin zthe zregion. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

26 zMarianna zFotaki zand zAlison zPullen, z“Feminist zTheories zand zActivist zPractices zin zOrganization zStudies,” 
Organization zStudies z45, zno. z4 z(2024): z593–616, zhttps://doi.org/10.1177/01708406231209861. 
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4. Intersectionality zin zSocial zJustice 

4.1. Mapping zthe zLandscape zof zIntersectionality zin zASEAN 

The zdiversity zof zidentities zin zASEAN zcreates zcomplex zsocial, zpolitical, zand zlegal 

zdynamics, zwhere zvarious zsocial zidentities zsuch zas zethnicity, zreligion, zcaste, zmigrant 

zstatus, zand zothers zinteract zuniquely zin zeach zcountry.27 z These zidentities zare zrooted zin 

zlocal zcultures zand zinfluenced zby zcolonialism's zlong zhistory zand zcontemporary 

zglobalisation zdynamics. zIn zthis zcontext, zinternational zlegal zframeworks, zsuch zas zUDHR, 

zICCPR, zICESCR, zand zICERD, offer essential guidance and standards to ensure that every 

individual has equal rights before the law. However, differences in applying these legal 

instruments in ASEAN often create gaps in human rights protection, especially for 

marginalised groups.28 

International zlegal zinstruments zsuch zas zthe zUDHR zand zICCPR zprovide zbinding 

zprinciples zfor zcountries zthat zratify zthem. zThe zUDHR, zalthough ztechnically znon-binding, 

zhas zbeen zthe zbasis zfor zestablishing zvarious zlegally zbinding zinternational zinstruments, 

zincluding zthe zICCPR zand zICESCR. zThe zICCPR, zfor zexample, zguarantees zcivil zand zpolitical 

zrights zsuch zas zequality zbefore zthe zlaw, zfreedom zof zexpression, zfreedom zof zreligion, zand 

zprotection zagainst zdiscrimination. zHowever, zonly zsome zcountries zhave zratified zthe 

zICCPR zin zASEAN, zincluding zIndonesia, zthe zPhilippines, zand zThailand. zCountries zsuch zas 

zMalaysia, zBrunei, zand zMyanmar zare znot zyet zparties zto zthe ztreaty, zcreating zsignificant 

zdifferences zin zapplying zhuman zrights zstandards.29 z In zIndonesia, zfor zexample, zdespite 

zhaving zratified zthe zICCPR, zdiscriminatory zpractices zagainst zreligious zminorities zare zstill 

zrife, zmainly zthrough zlaws zsuch zas zthe zBlasphemy zLaw, zwhich zis zoften zused zto zcriminalise 

zminority zgroups.30 z This zshows zthat zratifying zinternational zlegal zinstruments zdoes znot 

 

 

27 zMohsin zAlam zBhat zand zRudabeh zShahid, z“Introduction: zMutual zAttrition zof zCitizenship, zDemocracy zand 
zthe zRule zof zLaw zin zSouth zand zSoutheast zAsia,” zJournal zof zEthnic zand zMigration zStudies z(Taylor z& 
zFrancis, z2024), zhttps://doi.org/10.1080/1369183X.2024.2376403. 
28 z Elisabeth zSeptin zPuspoayu, zSigit zRiyanto, zand zKeanu zAbinuno zWattimena, z“Humanitarian zAssistance 
zin z21 zCentury: zBetween zHumanity zand zSovereignty,” zIndonesia zLaw zReform zJournal z3, zno. z2 z(July z30, 
z2023): z207–18, zhttps://doi.org/10.22219/ilrej.v3i2.29702. 
29 zCatherine zMichelle zRenshaw, z“Southeast zAsia’s zHuman zRights zInstitutions zand zthe zInconsistent zPower 
zof zHuman zRights,” zJournal zof zHuman zRights z20, zno. z2 z(2021): z176–93, 
zhttps://doi.org/10.1080/14754835.2020.1841611. 
30 z Simon zButt, z“Indonesia’s zNew zCriminal zCode: zIndigenising zand zDemocratising zIndonesian zCriminal 
zLaw?,” Griffith Law Review 32, no. 2 (2023): 190–214, 
zhttps://doi.org/10.1080/10383441.2023.2243772. 
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necessarily zguarantee zthe zimplementation zof ztheir zprinciples zin znational zlaw zbut 

zinstead zrequires zmore zprofound zpolitical zcommitment zand zlegal zreform. 

On zthe zother zhand, zICESCR zprovides za zlegal zframework zto zguarantee zeconomic, zsocial, 

zand zcultural zrights, zsuch zas zaccess zto zeducation, zhealth, zemployment, zand zhousing.31 

z However, zin zASEAN, zthe zimplementation zof zICESCR zis zoften zhampered zby zeconomic zand 

zstructural zconstraints. zThe zPhilippines, zwhich zhas zratified zthe zICESCR, zstill zfaces 

zsignificant zeconomic zinequality, zwhere zaccess zto zessential zservices zsuch zas zeducation 

zand zhealth zare zhighly zunequal, zespecially zin zrural zareas zand zIndigenous zcommunities.32 

z Meanwhile, zin zVietnam, zdespite zprogress zin zintegrating zICESCR zprinciples zinto znational 

zpolicy, zethnic zminority zgroups zremain zmarginalised zfrom zthe zbenefits zof zeconomic 

zdevelopment.33 z This zshows zthat zeconomic, zsocial, zand zcultural zrights zrequire zlegal 

zreforms zand zpolicies zthat zare zmore zinclusive zand zbased zon zsocial zjustice zprinciples. 

In zaddition zto zthese zinstruments, zICERD zprovides za zlegal zframework zto zprotect zthe 

zrights zof zracial zand zethnic zminorities. zHowever, zin zASEAN, zracial zdiscrimination 

zremains za zsignificant zchallenge. zMalaysia, zfor zexample, zhas zfaced zinternational zcriticism 

zfor zits zrace-based zpolicies zthat zprivilege zMalays zthrough zeconomic zaffirmation 

zprograms.34 z These zpolicies, zwhile zintended zto zreduce zeconomic zinequality, zoften zcreate 

zsystematic zinequalities zbetween zthe zMalay zmajority zand zthe zChinese zand zIndian 

zminorities. zIn zMyanmar, zracial zdiscrimination zagainst zthe zRohingya zis zone zof zthe 

zobvious zexamples zof zthe zgovernment's zfailure zto zprotect zminorities.35 z Although 

zMyanmar zhas zratified zICERD, zthe zstate's zpolicy zof zstripping zthe zRohingya zof ztheir 

zcitizenship z and z restricting z their z access z to z education, z healthcare, z and 

z employment 

 
 

31 z Manisuli zSsenyonjo, z“Reflections zon zState zObligations zwith zRespect zto zEconomic, zSocial zand zCultural 
zRights zin zInternational zHuman zRights zLaw,” zThe zInternational zJournal zof zHuman zRights z15, zno. z6 
z(2011): z969–1012, zhttps://doi.org/10.1080/13642981003719158. 
32 zLloyd zLyndel zP zSimporios, z“Silenced zNarratives: zAssessing zthe zHuman zRights zSituations zof 
zIndigenous zPeoples zin zthe zPhilippines,” zJournal zof zInterdisciplinary zPerspectives z2, zno. z5 z(2024): z16–36, 
zhttps://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.10885908. 
33 zNguyen zThi zHong zYen zand zNguyen zToan zThang, z“The zRight zto zPolitical zParticipation zof zEthnic zMinority 
zWomen zin zVietnam: zBarriers zand zChallenges,” zAsia-Pacific zJournal zon zHuman zRights zand zthe zLaw z23, 
zno. z3 z(2022): z281–314, zhttps://doi.org/10.1163/15718158-23030001. 
34 z Hwok-Aun zLee, z“Group‐based zRedistribution zin zMalaysia: zPolarization, zIncoherence, zStasis,” zSocial 
zInclusion z12 z(2024), zhttps://doi.org/10.17645/si.7594. 
35 z Amir zHossain, z“Say z‘NO’Racism ztowards zRohingya zRefugee,” zInternational zJournal zof zSocial zSciences 
z& zHumanities z(IJSSH) z6, zno. z1 z(2021): z10–30, zhttps://doi.org/10.58885/ijssh.v6i1.10.ah. 
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violates zthe zprinciples zset zout zin zthe zconvention.36 z This zcase zshows zhow zgovernments 

zoften zignore zinternational znorms, zmainly zwhen zethnic zidentity zis zused zas za zpolitical ztool 

zto zmaintain zpower. 

In zthe zcontext zof zmigration, zmigrant zworkers zin zASEAN zoften zface zmultiple zlayers zof 

zdiscrimination, zreflecting zthe zcomplex zinteractions zbetween zlegal zstatus, zgender, zand 

zsocial zclass. zMany zmigrant zworkers zcome zfrom zcountries zwith zhigher zpoverty zrates, 

zsuch zas zIndonesia, zMyanmar, zand zthe zPhilippines, zand zwork zin zcountries zsuch zas 

zSingapore, zMalaysia, zand zThailand.37 z In zMalaysia, zmigrant zworkers, zespecially zwomen 

zworking zin zthe zdomestic zsector, zare zoften zsubjected zto zeconomic zexploitation, zsexual 

zharassment, zand zinhumane zworking zconditions.38 z They zare znot zonly zmarginalised 

zbecause zof ztheir zlegal zstatus zas zmigrants zbut zalso zbecause zof ztheir zgender zidentity, 

zwhich zaggravates ztheir zvulnerability zto zviolence zand zdiscrimination. zWhile 

zinternational zprinciples zsuch zas zthose zset zout zin zthe zICESCR zand zthe zILO zMigrant 

zConvention zunderscore zthe zimportance zof zprotecting zthe zrights zof zmigrant zworkers, 

ztheir zimplementation zin zASEAN zis zfar zfrom zadequate. zStrict zimmigration zpolicies, zlack 

zof zaccess zto zgrievance zmechanisms, zand zsocial zstigma zagainst zmigrant zworkers zcreate 

zconditions zwhere zexploitation zis zcommon. 

The zLGBTQ+ zcommunities zin zASEAN zalso zface zsignificant zchallenges zin zaccessing ztheir 

zfundamental zrights, zespecially zin zcountries zsuch zas zBrunei, zIndonesia, zand zMalaysia, 

zwhere zconservative zsocial zand zlegal znorms zdiscriminate zagainst zindividuals zbased zon 

ztheir zsexual zorientation zand zgender zidentity.39 z In zBrunei, zfor zexample, zthe zadoption zof 

zIslamic zlaw zcriminalising zsame-sex zrelations zunder zpenalty zof zdeath zreflects zthe ztension 

 

36 z Kirsten zMcConnachie, z“Refugee zPolicy zas zBorder zGovernance: zRefugee zReturn, zPeacebuilding, zand 
zMyanmar’s zPolitics zof zTransition,” zModern zAsian zStudies z56, zno. z2 z(2022): z661–90, 
zhttps://doi.org/10.1017/S0026749X20000189. 
37 zImmanuel zNess, z“Temporary zLabour zand zWorker zExploitation: zSoutheast zAsian zMigration zto zMalaysia,” 
zin zHandbook zof zMigration zand zGlobal zJustice z(Edward zElgar zPublishing, z2021), z26–48, 
zhttps://doi.org/10.4337/9781789905663.00010. 
38 z Tim zFreeman zet zal., z“At zthe zLimits zof z‘Capability’: zThe zSexual zand zReproductive zHealth zof zWomen 
zMigrant zWorkers zin zMalaysia,” zSociology zof zHealth z& zIllness z45, zno. z5 z(2023): z947–70, 
zhttps://doi.org/10.1111/1467-9566.13323. 
39 z Suud zSarim zKarimullah, z“Sexual zDeviations zin zthe zLGBT zCommunity zon zIslamic zLaw zPerspective zand 
zIts zImpact zon zthe zExistence zof zMuslim zFamilies,” zTazkir: zJurnal zPenelitian zIlmu-Ilmu zSosial zDan zKeislaman 
z9, zno. z1 z(2023): z89–108, zhttps://doi.org/10.24952/tazkir.v9i1.6910; zMeredith zL zWeiss, z“Building 
zSolidarity zon zthe zMargins: zSeeking zSOGIE zRights zin zASEAN,” zJournal zof zHuman zRights z20, zno. z2 z(2021): 
z194–210, zhttps://doi.org/10.1080/14754835.2020.1841610. 
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between zreligious znorms zand zinternational zhuman zrights zprinciples zas zset zout zin zthe 

zICCPR.40 z In zIndonesia, zraids zand zcrackdowns zon zthe zLGBTQ+ zcommunity zdemonstrate 

zhow zdiscrimination zis zlegitimised zby zstate zpolicy, zexacerbating zexisting zsocial zstigma. 

zIn zthis zcontext, zit zis zessential zto zrecognise zhow zgender zidentity, zsexual zorientation, zand 

zeconomic zstatus zinteract zto zcreate zmore zprofound zforms zof zoppression. 

Through zmapping zand zanalysing zintersectionality zin zASEAN, zit zis zclear zthat zexperiences 

zof zoppression zare znever zhomogenous. zEach zindividual zand zgroup zfaces zunique 

zchallenges zbased zon zthe zcomplex zinteractions zbetween ztheir zvarious zsocial zidentities. 

zEthnic zidentity, zreligion, zgender, zsocial zclass, zmigrant zstatus, zand zsexual zorientation zall 

zplay za zrole zin zshaping zthe zdynamics zof zpower zand zoppression zin zthe zregion. zTherefore, 

zto zunderstand zand zaddress zinjustices zin zASEAN, zan zintersectionality zapproach zis 

zessential zin zdesigning zpolicies zand zprograms zthat zare zmore zinclusive zand zsensitive zto 

zthe zneeds zof zthe zmost zmarginalised zgroups. It also provides a more comprehensive 

insight into how global factors, such as colonialism and economic development, 

continue to affect the lives of marginalised groups in ASEAN. 

An zintersectionality zapproach zto zunderstanding zsocial zdynamics zin zASEAN zalso 

zrequires zdeep zreflection zon zthe zrole zof zstate zpolicies zand zeconomic zglobalisation zin 

zreinforcing zor zovercoming zoppression. zState zpolicies zin zASEAN zare zoften zdesigned 

zwithout zconsidering zthe zdiversity zof zidentities zand zthe zcomplexity zof zoppression 

zexperienced zby zmarginalised zgroups. zIn zmany zcases, zthese zpolicies zexacerbate 

zoppression zby zignoring zthe zspecific zneeds zof zindividuals zand zcommunities zat zthe 

zintersection zof zmultiple zforms zof zdiscrimination. zFor zinstance, zpolicies zthat zfocus zon 

zeconomic zdevelopment zoften zmarginalise zindigenous zgroups zliving zin zareas zrich zin 

znatural zresources. zIn zIndonesia zand zCambodia, zinfrastructure zdevelopment zprograms 

zare zusually zcarried zout zby zgrabbing zland zbelonging zto zindigenous zpeoples zwithout 

zproviding zfair zcompensation zor zconsidering zthe zsocial zand zecological zimpacts zof zsuch 

zprojects. zIndigenous zpeoples zlose znot zonly ztheir zland zbut zalso ztheir zcultural zidentity zand 

 

40 z Robin zRamcharan, z“National zHuman zRights zProtection zSystems zin zAsia zand zthe zPacific,” zin zA zGlobal 
zHandbook zon zNational zHuman zRights zProtection zSystems z(Brill zNijhoff, z2023), z311–84, 
zhttps://doi.org/10.1163/9789004535053_016; zSumiyati zBeddu zet zal., z“From zDoctrine zto zAction: zIslamic 
zLaw’s zJourney ztowards zSocial zChange,” zJurnal zWawasan zYuridika z8, zno. z1 z(2024): z1–24, 
zhttps://doi.org/10.25072/jwy.v8i1.4177. 

Page 17 of 38 - Integrity Submission Submission ID trn:oid:::1:3175011700

Page 17 of 38 - Integrity Submission Submission ID trn:oid:::1:3175011700

http://ejurnal.ung.ac.id/index.php/jalrev/


289 http://ejurnal.ung.ac.id/index.php/jalrev/ JALREV z7 zIssue z01 z2025  

rights zto znatural zresource zmanagement, zwhich zthey zhave zlived zwith zfor zcenturies. 

 
This zstructural zoppression zalso zextends zto zhow zASEAN zcountries zregulate zmigration 

zand zlabour. zMigrant zworkers, zwho zoften zcontribute zsignificantly zto zthe zeconomies zof 

zreceiving zcountries zthrough ztheir zremittances, zstill zface zvarious zforms zof zdiscrimination 

zthat zreflect zsystemic zinjustices. zIn zaddition zto zeconomic zand zmigration zfactors, 

zglobalisation zplays za zcrucial zrole zin zreinforcing zinequality zin zASEAN. zFinancial 

zglobalisation, zcharacterised zby zthe zexpansion zof zfree ztrade zand zforeign zinvestment, 

zoften zfocuses zon zmacroeconomic zgains zwithout zregard zto zits zimpact zon zmarginalised 

zgroups. zIn zmany zASEAN zcountries, zespecially zVietnam, zCambodia, zand zLaos, zforeign 

zinvestment-driven zindustrialisation zhas zcreated znew zjobs zin zthe zmanufacturing zsector. 

zHowever, zthese zjobs zare zoften ztemporary, zwith zlow zwages zand zlittle zjob zprotection. 

zWorkers zin zthis zsector, zmostly zwomen, zexperience znot zonly zeconomic zexploitation zbut 

zalso zgender-based zdiscrimination. zWhile zglobalisation zbrings zeconomic zopportunities 

zto zdeveloping zcountries zin zASEAN, zthe zdistribution zof zbenefits zis zoften zunequal, zand 

zmarginalised zgroups zthat zshould zbenefit zfrom zeconomic zgrowth zare zleft zfurther zbehind. 

In zthis zcontext, zthe zintersectionality zapproach zalso zdemands zan zanalysis zof zthe zrole zof 

zideology zand zdiscourse zin zshaping zsocial zpolicies zand zpractices zin zASEAN. zThe zdominant 

zdiscourse zon zdevelopment zand zmodernisation zoften zprioritises zeconomic zgrowth zand 

zpolitical zstability zat zthe zexpense zof zthe zrights zof zmarginalised zgroups. zNarratives zof 

zprogress zusually zmask zthe znegative zimpacts zof znon-inclusive zeconomic zdevelopment, 

zsuch zas zthe zimpoverishment zof zindigenous zpeoples, zmarginalisation zof zwomen, zand 

zdiscrimination zagainst zthe zLGBTQ+ zcommunity. zIn zsome zASEAN zcountries, zthe 

zdiscourse zof znationalism zis zalso zused zto zlegitimise zthe zoppression zof zethnic zand 

zreligious zminority zgroups. zIn zMyanmar, zfor zexample, zthe zdiscourse zof zprotecting 

znational zidentity zis zused zto zjustify zviolence zagainst zthe zRohingya zcommunity, zwho zare 

zperceived zas za zthreat zto znational zstability zand zthe zcountry's zBuddhist zidentity.41 z This 

zexclusive zuse zof znationalist zdiscourse znot zonly zreinforces zstate zpower zbut zalso zisolates 

zmarginalised zgroups zthat zshould zbe zprotected zby zinternational zlaw. 

 

41 z Arnab zRoy zChowdhury, z“An z‘Un-Imagined zCommunity’: zThe zEntangled zGenealogy zof zan zExclusivist 
zNationalism zin zMyanmar zand zthe zRohingya zRefugee zCrisis,” zSocial zIdentities z26, zno. z5 z(2020): z590–607, 
zhttps://doi.org/10.1080/13504630.2020.1782731. 
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The zimportance zof zintersectionality zin zmapping zthe zsocial zjustice zlandscape zin zASEAN 

zis zalso zseen zin zhow zsocial zmovements zin zthe zregion zhave zbegun zto zadopt za zmore 

zinclusive zand zcross-identity zapproach. zFeminist zmovements, zLGBTQ+ zrights, zand 

zlabour zrights zadvocacy zare zincreasingly zrealising zthat ztheir zstruggles zcannot zbe 

zseparated zfrom zthe zstruggles zof zother zgroups zwho zalso zexperience zoppression. zFor 

zexample, zfeminist zmovements zin zthe zPhilippines zand zIndonesia zhave zbegun zto zpay 

zattention zto zthe zplight zof zwomen zfrom zworking-class zand zethnic zminority zbackgrounds 

zwho zface zdifferent zchallenges zthan zmiddle-class zor zelite zwomen. zThis zsolidarity zacross 

zidentities zis zessential zfor zcreating zsocial zmovements zthat zare zmore zinclusive zand 

zresponsive zto zthe zneeds zof zvarious zmarginalised zgroups. zHowever, zchallenges zremain, 

zmainly zwhen zseveral zmarginalised zgroups zcompete zwith zeach zother zfor zrecognition zand 

zresources zin za zlimited zpolitical zand zeconomic zsystem. zIn zthis zcontext, zintersectionality 

zoffers za zway zto zbuild zsolidarity zby zrecognising zthat zthe zoppression zexperienced zby zone 

zgroup zis zoften zrelated zto zthe zoppression zexperienced zby zanother. 

On zthe zother zhand, zimplementing zthe zintersectionality zapproach zin zpublic zpolicy zin 

zASEAN zstill zfaces zsignificant zobstacles. zCentralised zgovernment zstructures zand zrigid 

zbureaucracies zoften zmake zpolicies zdesigned zto zaddress zinjustice zineffective zor znot 

zreflecting zthe zneeds zof zmarginalised zgroups. zIn zaddition, zmany zsocial zpolicies zin zASEAN 

zcountries zremain zpartial zand zfocused zon zone zdimension zof zoppression zwithout 

zconsidering zcomplex zintersections zof zidentities. zFor zexample, zgender zpolicies zoften zdo 

znot zfeel zthe zdifferences zbetween zwomen zfrom zdifferent zethnic zbackgrounds zor zsocial 

zclasses, zresulting zin zineffective zpolicies zfor zthe zmost zvulnerable zgroups. zA zmore zholistic 

zapproach zto zpolicy zformulation zis zneeded zto zaddress zthis, zone zthat zconsiders zthe 

zdiversity zof zidentities zand zexperiences zand zrecognises zthat zoppression zis zlayered zand 

zinterconnected. 

ASEAN zneeds zto zformulate zmore zprogressive zand zintersectionality-based zsocial zjustice 

zpolicies zin zthe zcontext zof zglobalisation zand zrapid zsocial zchange. zThis zwill zhelp zreduce 

zgrowing zinequality zin zthe zregion zand zensure zthat zeconomic zdevelopment zis znot 

zundertaken zat zthe zexpense zof zthe zrights zof zmarginalised zgroups. zAn zintersectionality 

zapproach zalso zallows zpolicies zto zbe zmore zinclusive, zensuring zthat zevery zindividual zand 

zgroup z has z equal z access z to z resources, z rights, z and z opportunities, z regardless z of 

z their 
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identity. zAchieving zthis zrequires zstrong zpolitical zwill, zactive zparticipation zof zcivil 

zsociety, zand zcloser zregional zcooperation zamong zASEAN zcountries. zThis zapproach zis 

zessential zin zresponding zto zlocal zchallenges zand zdealing zwith zglobal zissues zaffecting zthe 

zregion, zsuch zas zclimate zchange, zmigration, zand zgrowing zeconomic zinjustice zin zthe zera zof 

zglobalisation. 

Mapping zthe zlandscape zof zintersectionality zin zASEAN zshows zthat zsocial zinjustice zin zthe 

zregion zcannot zbe zunderstood zthrough zonly zone zdimension zof zoppression. zThe zcomplex 

zand zdynamic zsocial zidentities zin zASEAN zcreate zdifferent zexperiences zfor zeach zindividual, 

zand zthe zintersection zof zmultiple zand zinterrelated zforms zof zdiscrimination zinfluences 

zthese zexperiences. zAn zintersectionality zapproach zprovides zan zessential zframework zfor 

zunderstanding zhow zthese zoppressions zoperate zand zhow zpolicies zand zsocial zmovements 

zcan zadapt zto zcreate za zmore zinclusive zand zjust zsociety zin zASEAN. zAs zsuch, zsocial zjustice 

zchallenges zin zthe zregion zmust zbe zaddressed zholistically zbased zon zrecognising zits 

zpeople's zidentities zand zlived zexperiences. 

4.2. Legal zand zPolicy zFramework zAnalysis 

International zlegal zinstruments zsuch zas zUDHR, zICCPR, zICESCR, zand zICERD zprovide za 

zcomprehensive zframework zfor zprotecting zhuman zrights, zbut ztheir zimplementation zin 

zASEAN zis zfar zfrom zideal. zThe zdifferences zin zimplementing zthese zinternational zstandards 

zreflect zthe zstructural zand zpolitical zchallenges zfaced zby zcountries zin zthe zregion. zHowever, 

zthese zinstruments zremain zimportant zguidelines zto zdrive zlegal zand zpolicy zreforms zand 

zensure zeveryone zhas zequal zrights zbefore zthe zlaw. zCollective zefforts zinvolving 

zgovernments, zcivil zsociety, zand zinternational zorganisations zare zneeded zto zcreate zan 

zenvironment zwhere zhuman zrights zare zrespected zand zprotected, zthereby zsetting zthe 

zASEAN zregion zas zan zexample zof zinclusive zand zequitable zdiversity. 

Implementing zinternational zprinciples zinto znational zlaw zis zoften zmet zwith zcultural zand 

zpolitical zresistance. zIn zBrunei, zthe zimplementation zof zstrict zIslamic zlaw, zincluding zthe 

zdeath zpenalty zfor zsame-sex zrelations, zclearly zcontradicts zthe zprinciples zof zthe zICCPR 

zand zUDHR. zThe zBruneian zgovernment zargues zthat zthe zlaw zreflects ztheir zcultural zand 

zreligious z values, z demonstrating z the z tension z between z international z obligations 

z and 
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domestic zautonomy.42 z In zIndonesia, zconservative zinterpretations zof zthe zP3A zLaw zand 

zthe zapplication zof zthe zITE zLaw zare zoften zused zto zsuppress zreligious zminorities zand 

zLGBTQ+ zpeople, zdemonstrating zhow zdomestic znorms zcan zbe zused zto zignore 

zinternational zprinciples.43 z In zthe zPhilippines, zdespite zprogressive zlegislation, zthere zare 

zstill zlocal zpolicies zthat zdiscriminate zagainst zcertain zgroups, zdemonstrating zthe zneed zfor 

zbetter zharmonisation zbetween znational zand zinternational zlaw.44 

The zdiscrepancies zbetween znational zlaws zand zregulations zand zinternational zlegal 

zinstruments zreflect zthe zchallenges zin zensuring zequal zrights zbefore zthe zlaw zin zASEAN. zIn 

zMalaysia, zfor zexample, zArticle z8 zof zthe zConstitution zguarantees zequality zbefore zthe zlaw 

zand zprohibits zdiscrimination zbased zon zreligion, zrace, zdescent, zor zorigin.45 z However, zthe 

zimplementation zof zthis zarticle zis zoften zlimited zby zother zarticles zin zthe zconstitution zthat 

zgrant zspecial zpowers zto zMalay zand zIslamic zgroups zthrough zArticle z153 zand zvarious 

zIslamic zlaws zthat zapply zin zcertain zstates. zNarrow zinterpretations zof zthe zlaw zand 

zselective zapplication zof zthe zlaw zlead zto zsystematic zdiscrimination zagainst zracial zand 

zreligious zminorities, zwhich zis znot zfully zaddressed zby zarticles zthat ztheoretically zprohibit 

zdiscrimination. 

In zVietnam, zLaw zNo. z11 zof z2014 zon zthe zElimination zof zDiscrimination zin zGeneral zseeks 

zto zprohibit zdiscrimination zbased zon zvarious zfactors, zincluding zgender, zrace, zand zsexual 

 
 
 
 

 

42 z Mu’izz zAbdul zKhalid, z“Civic zSubjecthood: zThe zHybridization zand zReformulation zof zSubjecthood zand 
zCitizenship in Brunei,” Critical Asian Studies, 2024, 1–24, 
zhttps://doi.org/10.1080/14672715.2024.2358811. 
43 zEleni zPolymenopoulou, z“LGBTI zRights zin zIndonesia: zA zHuman zRights zPerspective,” zAsia-Pacific zJournal 
zon zHuman zRights zand zthe zLaw z19, zno. z1 z(2018): z27–44, zhttps://doi.org/10.1163/15718158-
01901002; zMargie zGladies zSopacua, z“Perception zof zIndonesia zand zAfghanistan zin zPreventing zPsychic 
zViolence zAgainst zthe zHousehold zWomen,” zJambura zLaw zReview z5, zno. z2 z(2023): z251–77, 
zhttps://doi.org/10.33756/jlr.v5i2.18529. 
44 z Ratnaria zWahid, z“Faith zin zthe zBalance: zASEAN’s zQuest zfor zReligious zFreedom zAmidst zCultural 
zDiversity,” zReligion z& zHuman zRights z19, zno. z2–3 z(2024): z140–60, zhttps://doi.org/10.1163/18710328- 
zbja10046; zSeokwoo zLee, zKevin zYl zTan, zand zHee zEun zLee, z“Asian zState zPractice zin zthe zDomestic 
zImplementation zof zInternational zLaw,” zThe zKorean zJournal zof zInternational zand zComparative zLaw z10, zno. 
z1 z(2022): z1–65, zhttps://doi.org/10.1163/22134484-12340164. 
45 z Noor zShuhadawati zMohamad zAmin zand zNor zHafizah zMohd zBadrol zAfandi, z“An zAnalysis zof zthe 
zConstitutional zPrinciples zof zEquality zand zAffirmative zAction zVis-à-Vis zEmployment zin zMalaysia,” zE-Bangi 
zJournal zof zSocial zScience zand zHumanities z20, zno. z4 z(November z3, z2023): z199–207, 
zhttps://doi.org/10.17576/ebangi.2023.2004.17. 
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orientation.46 zArticle z4 zof zthis zlaw zexplicitly zprohibits zdiscrimination zin zproviding zpublic 

zservices, zemployment, zand zeducation. zHowever, zin zpractice, zthe zimplementation zof zthis 

zlaw zis zoften zplagued zby zconservative zsocial znorms zand za zlack zof zeffective zenforcement 

zmechanisms. zEthnic zminorities, zparticularly zwomen zfrom zindigenous zcommunities, zstill 

zface zsignificant zbarriers zto zaccessing zequal zpublic zservices, zindicating zhow zprogressive 

zlaws zcan zfail zin zthe zface zof zimplementation zchallenges zon zthe zground. 

Meanwhile, zin zthe zPhilippines, zAnti-Discrimination zLaws zsuch zas zRepublic zAct zNo. z7277 

zand zRepublic zAct zNo. z9262 zprovide zlegal zprotection zagainst zdiscrimination zbased zon 

zgender zand zsexual zorientation.47 z Section z1 zof zRA zNo. z7277 zexplicitly zprohibits 

zdiscrimination zin zthe zworkplace zbased zon zgender, zsexual zorientation, zand zmarital 

zstatus. zHowever, zin zthe zcontext zof zthe zinternal zconflict zin zMindanao, zthe zimplementation 

zof zthese zlaws zis zoften zineffective zdue zto zmilitary zforces zand zseparatist zgroups zthat 

zsystematically zdisrespect zhuman zrights. zThis zshows zthat zeven zthough 

zantidiscrimination zlaws zexist, zpolitical zinstability zand zinternal zconflict zcan zhinder ztheir 

zeffective zimplementation. 

In zSingapore, zthe zHealth zSciences zAuthority zand zEmployment zAct zprovide zthe zlegal 

zframework zto zprotect zworkers, zincluding zmigrant zworkers.48 z However, zmigrant 

zworkers zoften zdo znot zhave zequal zaccess zto zthese zlegal zprotections, zprimarily zif zthey 

zwork zin zthe zinformal zsector. zIn zaddition, zdiscrimination zbased zon zsexual zorientation 

zremains za zserious zproblem zin zSingapore, zwhere zsame-sex zrelationships zare zstill znot 

zlegally zrecognised. zHowever, zthere zare zsome zinformal zprotections zthrough zbroader 

zanti-discrimination zpolicies. zSection z377A zof zthe zSingapore zCriminal zCode, which 

criminalises same-sex relationships, demonstrates the mismatch between national 

policy and international principles that recognise the right to equality and non- 

 

 

46 z Doanh-Ngan-Mac zDo zet zal., z“A zHuman zRights-Based zApproach zin zImplementing zSustainable 
zDevelopment zGoal z4 z(Quality zEducation) zfor zEthnic zMinorities zin zVietnam,” zSustainability z12, zno. z10 
z(2020): z4179, zhttps://doi.org/10.3390/su12104179. 
47 zCathy zVaughan zet zal., z“Building zCapacity zfor za zDisability-Inclusive zResponse zto zViolence zagainst zWomen 
zand zGirls: zExperiences zfrom zthe zW-DARE zProject zin zthe zPhilippines,” zGender z& zDevelopment z24, zno. z2 
z(2016): z245–60, zhttps://doi.org/10.1080/13552074.2016.1194031. 
48 zMarie zNodzenski, zKai zHong zPhua, zand zNicole zBacolod, z“New zProspects zin zRegional zHealth zGovernance: 
zMigrant zWorkers’ zHealth zin zthe zA zSsociation zof zS zOutheast zA zSian zN zAtions,” zAsia z& zthe zPacific zPolicy 
zStudies z3, zno. z2 z(2016): z336–50, zhttps://doi.org/10.1002/app5.113. 
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discrimination. 

 
Grievance zmechanisms zand zaccess zto zjustice zin zASEAN zalso zpresent zsignificant 

zchallenges. zMany zASEAN zcountries zhave zinstitutions zsuch zas zhuman zrights 

zcommissions zor zpublic zcomplaint zmechanisms zto zaddress zdiscrimination zcases.49 

z However, zthe zeffectiveness zof zthese zinstitutions zis zstill zminimal zdue zto zbureaucratic 

zobstacles, zlack zof zresources, zand zlack zof zpolitical zcommitment zfrom zthe zgovernment. zIn 

zMyanmar, zfor zexample, zcases zof zviolence zagainst zethnic zRohingya zoften zdo znot zreceive 

zan zadequate zresponse zfrom zthe zjudicial zsystem, zwhich zreinforces zpublic zdistrust zof zstate 

zinstitutions. zMyanmar’s zjudicial zsystem, zwhich zis zcontrolled zby zthe zmilitary, zoften 

zoverlooks zhuman zrights zviolations zcommitted zagainst zethnic zminorities, zincluding zthe 

zRohingya. 

In zIndonesia zand zthe zPhilippines, zdespite zthe zexistence zof zformal zgrievance zmechanisms 

zsuch zas zthe zNational zHuman zRights zCommission z(Komnas zHAM) zin zIndonesia zand zthe 

zCommission zon zHuman zRights zin zthe zPhilippines, zvulnerable zgroups zoften zlack 

zadequate zaccess zto zthe zlegal zsystem zdue zto zeconomic zconstraints, zlow zlevels zof 

zeducation, zand zlack zof zinformation zabout ztheir zrights. zIn zIndonesia, zfor zexample, zhigh 

zcourt zfees zand zlack zof zaccess zto zcompetent zlawyers zmake zmany zvictims zof 

zdiscrimination zreluctant zor zunable zto zreport ztheir zcases. zIn zthe zPhilippines, zhuman 

zrights zcommissions zthat zserve zto zaddress zdiscrimination zcomplaints zare zoften zplagued 

zby zcorruption zand zpolitical zinfluence, zleading zto zmany zdiscrimination zcases znot zbeing 

ztaken zseriously. 

This zsuggests zthat zpolicies zand zlegal zframeworks zin zASEAN zoften zonly zaddress 

zdiscrimination zissues zsuperficially, zwithout zcapturing zthe zcomplex zneeds zof zvulnerable 

zgroups. zOne zof zthe zmain zreasons zfor zthis zinjustice zis zthe zlack zof zapplication zof zthe 

zintersectionality zapproach zin zpolicy zformulation. zIntersectionality, zwhich zhighlights 

zhow z people’s z multiple z identities, z such z as z gender, z race, z social z class, z and 

z sexual 

 

 

49 z Yuyun zWahyuningrum, z“A zDecade zof zInstitutionalizing zHuman zRights zin zASEAN: zProgress zand 
zChallenges,” zJournal zof zHuman zRights z20, zno. z2 z(2021): z158–75, 
zhttps://doi.org/10.1080/14754835.2021.1875811; zNur zInsani, zSuud zSarim zKarimullah, zand zSulastri, 
z“Islamic zLaw zChallenges zin zAddressing zHuman zTrafficking zand zSexual zExploitation,” zJurnal zHukum zIslam 
z21, zno. z2 z(2023): z357–87, zhttps://doi.org/10.28918/jhi.v21i2.1732. 
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orientation, zinteract zto zcreate zunique zexperiences zof zdiscrimination, zoffers za zcritical 

zperspective zto zunderstand zand zaddress zgaps zin zlegal zand zpolicy zprotections. zAn 

zintersectionality zapproach zshould zalso zbe zintegrated zinto znational zpolicy zand zlegal 

zframeworks, zemphasising zthe zimportance zof zunderstanding zthe zwork zof zmultiple 

zidentities zinteraction. 

Comprehensive zreforms zto zexisting zgrievance zmechanisms zand zlegal zsystems zare 

zneeded zto zimprove zaccess zto zjustice zin zASEAN. zThe zlegal zsystem zshould zbe zmade zmore 

zinclusive zand zaccessible zto zall zgroups zof zpeople, zespecially zthose zmost zvulnerable zto 

zdiscrimination. zThese zreforms zshould zinclude zproviding zaccessible zor zaffordable zlegal 

zservices zto zvulnerable zgroups, zraising zpublic zawareness zof ztheir zrights, zand 

zstrengthening zindependent zinstitutions zthat zhandle zdiscrimination zcases. zIn zaddition, 

zgovernments zin zASEAN zshould zenhance zthe zcapacity zof zhuman zrights zinstitutions zat zthe 

znational zand zregional zlevels zto zensure zthey zcan zhandle zdiscrimination zcases zmore 

zeffectively. zIn zthis zcontext, zregional zcooperation zunder zthe zASEAN zumbrella zcan zbe zvital 

zto zimproving zhuman zrights zprotection zstandards zin zthe zregion. 

The zASEAN zHuman zRights zDeclaration zadopted zin z2012 zis zan zessential zstep zin 

zstrengthening zthe zregion's zcommitment zto zthe zprotection zof zthe zfundamental zrights zof 

zindividuals.50 z However, zwhile zthe zDeclaration zprovides za znormative zframework zfor 

zpromoting zhuman zrights, zits zimplementation zat zthe znational zlevel zis zoften zinadequate. 

zThe zDeclaration zlacks za zrobust zenforcement zmechanism, zand zhuman zrights zpolicies zin 

zASEAN zare zgenerally znon-binding, zmaking ztheir zimplementation zhighly zdependent zon 

zthe zcommitment zof zindividual zmember zstates. zThis zcreates zsignificant zchallenges, 

zespecially zfor zvulnerable zgroups zthat zface zmultiple zdiscrimination, zsuch zas zwomen, 

zindigenous zpeoples, zmigrant zworkers, zand zthe zLGBTQ+ zcommunity. 

The zASEAN zIntergovernmental zCommission zon zHuman zRights z(AICHR) zwas zestablished 

zto zpromote zhuman zrights zin zthe zregion.51 zStill, zits zrole zis zoften zperceived zas zlimited, zas zit 

 

50 zNicholas zDoyle, z“The zASEAN zHuman zRights zDeclaration zand zthe zImplications zof zRecent zSoutheast zAsian 
zInitiatives zin zHuman zRights zInstitution-Building zand zStandard-Setting,” zInternational z& zComparative zLaw 
zQuarterly z63, zno. z1 z(2014): z67–101, zhttps://doi.org/10.1017/S0020589313000390. 
51 z James zMunro, z“The zRelationship zbetween zthe zOrigins zand zRegime zDesign zof zthe zASEAN 
zIntergovernmental zCommission zon zHuman zRights z(AICHR),” zThe zInternational zJournal zof zHuman zRights 
z15, zno. z8 z(2011): z1185–1214, zhttps://doi.org/10.1080/13642987.2010.511996. 
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does not have the authority to conduct concrete investigations or enforcement. AICHR 

focuses on promoting and socialising human rights without an effective mechanism to 

address rights violations directly. zIn zthe zcontext zof zintersectionality, zthese zweak 

zmechanisms zhamper zASEAN’s zability zto zrespond zto zcomplex zand zinterrelated 

zdiscrimination zissues zacross zits zmember zstates. zFor zexample, zwhile zthe zAICHR zhas 

zreceived znumerous zcomplaints zregarding zhuman zrights zviolations zagainst zthe zRohingya 

zcommunity zin zMyanmar, zASEAN's zintervention zin zthis zcase zhas zbeen zminimal, zmainly 

zdue zto zthe zprinciple zof znon-intervention zbeing za zkey zpillar zin zASEAN’s zinter-state 

zrelations. zThis zdemonstrates zhow zASEAN’s zfundamental ztenets zcan zbecome zan zobstacle 

zin zprotecting zthe zmost zvulnerable zgroups zfrom zoppression zthat zcuts zacross zdimensions 

zsuch zas zrace, zreligion, zand zcitizenship zstatus. 

In zsome zcountries, zsuch zas zIndonesia, zMyanmar, zand zCambodia, zcorruption zin zthe 

zjustice zsystem zalso zworsens zaccess zto zjustice, zas zindividuals zwho zlack zeconomic 

zresources zoften zcannot zafford zlawyers zor zhigh zcourt zfees. zThis zindicates zthe zurgent zneed 

zto zreform zthe zjustice zsystem zto zmake zit zmore zinclusive zand zaccessible. zTo zimprove zthis 

zsituation, zseveral zrecommendations zcan zbe zmade. zFirst, zASEAN zcountries zneed zto 

zstrengthen ztheir zcommitment zto zhuman zrights zprotection zby zdeveloping zmore zrobust 

zenforcement zmechanisms zat zthe zregional zlevel. zThe zAICHR zshould zbe zgiven za zbroader 

zmandate zto zinvestigate zhuman zrights zviolations zand zmonitor zthe zimplementation zof 

zhuman zrights zpolicies zacross zASEAN zmember zstates. zIn zaddition, znational zlegal 

zframeworks zneed zto zbe zstrengthened zby zensuring zthat zexisting zlaws zare znot zmerely 

zsymbolic zbut zconsistently zimplemented. zASEAN zcountries zshould zaddress zlegal 

zloopholes zthat zallow zdiscrimination zbased zon zgender, zethnicity, zreligion, zsexual 

zorientation, zand zmigrant zstatus zto zpersist. 

Second, zpublic zpolicies zmust zbe zdesigned zwith zintersectionality zin zmind, zmeaning zthat 

zevery zpolicy zshould zconsider zhow zintersecting zsocial zidentities zsuch zas zgender, zrace, 

zclass, zand zsexual zorientation zaffect zindividuals’ zaccess zto zfundamental zrights zand zpublic 

zservices.52 z  z Education, z health, z and z employment z policies z should z include 

z specific 

 

52 zNur zInsani zet zal., z“Empowering zMuslim zWomen: zBridging zIslamic zLaw zand zHuman zRights zwith 
zIslamic zEconomics,” zDe zJure: zJurnal zHukum zDan zSyar’iah z16, zno. z1 z(2024): z88–117, 
zhttps://doi.org/10.18860/j- zfsh.v16i1.26159. 
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programs zaimed zat zaddressing zstructural zbarriers zfaced zby zmarginalised zgroups. zThis 

zincludes zproviding zgreater zaccess zto zeducation zfor zwomen zfrom zethnic zminorities, 

zimproving zlegal zprotection zfor zmigrant zworkers, zand zdeveloping zinclusive zhealth 

zservices zfor zLGBTQ+ zcommunities. zIn zthe zlong zrun, zthis zmore zinclusive zpolicy zapproach 

zwill zhelp zreduce zinequality zand zcreate za zmore zjust zsociety zin zASEAN. 

Third, zaccess zto zjustice zneeds zto zbe zimproved zby zenhancing zgrievance zmechanisms zand 

zexpanding zlegal zaid zservices zfor zvulnerable zgroups. zASEAN zcountries zmust zensure zthat 

ztheir zcourt zsystems zare zfree zfrom zcorruption zand zaccessible zto zall. zIndependent zbodies 

zthat zhandle zhuman zrights zcomplaints zshould zbe zgiven zmore zextraordinary zpowers zto 

zinvestigate zdiscrimination zcases, zand zgovernments zshould zensure zthat zindividuals zwho 

zreport zviolations zdo znot zface zthreats zor zretaliation. zIn zaddition, zit zis zessential zto zraise 

zpeople's zawareness zof ztheir zrights zthrough zpublic zeducation zand zcampaigns zso zthat 

zvulnerable zgroups zhave zsufficient zknowledge zto zseek zjustice. 

4.3. Transformative zStrategies zfor zSocial zJustice 

A ztransformative zstrategy zfor zsocial zjustice zin zASEAN zrequires za zdeep zand 

zmultidimensional zapproach zthat zfocuses zon zresource zredistribution zor zeconomic 

zpolicies zalone zand zincludes zrecognising zand zprotecting zthe zrights zof zvulnerable 

zindividuals zand zgroups. zIn zthis zcontext, zthe zapplication zof zinternational zlegal 

zinstruments, zincluding zUDHR, zICCPR, zICESCR, zand zICERD, zis zan zessential zfoundation zfor 

zformulating zand zimplementing zeffective zsocial zjustice zstrategies zin zthe zASEAN zregion. 

A zhuman zrights-based zapproach zis zthe zmain zfoundation zof zthis ztransformative zstrategy. 

zThe zUDHR, zas zthe zfirst zinternational zlegal zinstrument zto zestablish zfundamental zrights 

zto zbe zrespected zand zprotected zby zall zstates, zprovides za zuniversal zframework zthat zASEAN 

zmember zstates zcan zadopt. zBy zplacing zhuman zrights zat zthe zcentre, zthe zsocial zjustice 

zstrategy zfocuses zon zmaterial zaspects zand znon-material zdimensions zsuch zas zindividual 

zdignity, zfreedom, zand zequality. zThis zaligns zwith zthe zprinciples zin zthe zICCPR zand zICESCR, 

zemphasising zthe zimportance zof zcivil, zpolitical, zeconomic, zsocial, zand zcultural zrights zas 

zinseparable zand zinterrelated. 

In zASEAN, zmarginalised zgroups zsuch zas zwomen, zmigrant zworkers, zindigenous zpeoples, 

zand z the z LGBTQ+ z community z often z experience z marginalisation z and z lack z of z access 

z to 
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resources zand zparticipation zin zdecision-making zprocesses.53 z The zConvention zon zthe 

zElimination zof zAll zForms zof zRacial zDiscrimination zprovides za zlegal zfoundation zto 

zaddress zdiscrimination zand zensure zthe zprotection zof zall zindividuals zregardless zof ztheir 

zrace, zethnicity, zor zorigin. zImplementing zthese zprinciples zin zASEAN znational zpolicies 

zshould zensure zthat zthe zrights zof zmarginalised zgroups zare zfully zrecognised zand 

zrespected, zthus zcreating zan zinclusive zand zequitable zenvironment. 

Human zrights-based zadvocacy zstrategies zmust zintegrate zmarginalised zgroups' zactive 

zparticipation zin zevery zdecision-making zstage zto zrealise ztransformative zsocial zjustice.54 

z This zparticipation zis znot zonly zlimited zto zconsultation zbut zalso zincludes zempowering 

zthem zto ztake za zmore zproactive zrole zand zhave zreal zinfluence zin zformulating zpolicies. zThis 

zis zin zline zwith zthe zprinciple zof zparticipation zset zout zin zthe zICCPR, zwhich zemphasises zthe 

zright zof zevery zindividual zto zparticipate zin zpublic zaffairs zand zgovernance. zFurthermore, 

zdeveloping zstructures zsupporting zthis zactive zparticipation zrequires zcollaborative 

zefforts zbetween zthe zgovernment, zcivil zsociety, zand zthe zprivate zsector. 

Establishing zinclusive zforums zthat zallow zfor zopen zdialogue zbetween zvarious 

zstakeholders zis za zcrucial zstep zto zensure zthat zthe zresulting zpolicies zreflect zthe zneeds zand 

zaspirations zof zall zparties, zespecially zpreviously zmarginalised zgroups. zLeadership 

ztraining zand zeconomic zempowerment zare zalso zprimary zcomponents zin zthis zstrategy, zas 

zthey zprovide zthe znecessary ztools zand zresources zfor zsuch zgroups zto ztake zthe zinitiative 

zand zeffect zthe zdesired zchanges. zImplementing zthis ztransformative zstrategy zmust zalso 

zconsider zASEAN's zdistinctive zpolitical zand zsocial zdynamics. zASEAN zmember zstates zhave 

zsignificant zcultural, zeconomic, zand zpolitical zdiversity, zwhich zrequires za zcontextually 

ztailored zapproach. zTherefore, zinternational zlegal zinstruments zsuch zas zthe zUDHR zand 

zrelated zconventions zmust zbe zadapted zby zconsidering zlocal zconditions zto zmake zthe zsocial 

 

53 z Vanessa zYarwood zet zal., z“LGBTQI+ zMigrants: zA zSystematic zReview zand zConceptual zFramework zof 
zHealth, zSafety zand zWellbeing zduring zMigration,” zInternational zJournal zof zEnvironmental zResearch zand 
zPublic zHealth z19, zno. z2 z(2022): z869, zhttps://doi.org/10.3390/ijerph19020869; zJoseph zN zGoh, zSharon 
zA zBong, zand zThaatchaayini zKananatu, z“Gender zand zSexuality zJustice zin zAsia” z(Singapore: zSpringer 
zSingapore, z2021), zhttps://doi.org/10.1007/978-981-15-8916-4. 
54 zRodoula zH zTsiotsou, zSertan zKabadayi, zand zRaymond zP zFisk, z“Advocating zHuman zRights zand zSustainable 
zDevelopment zGoals: zAn zEcosystem-Based zTransformative zService zResearch z(TSR) zApproach,” zin zA 
zResearch zAgenda zfor zService zMarketing z(Edward zElgar zPublishing, z2024), z225–49, 
zhttps://doi.org/10.4337/9781803923178.00020; zSébastien zJodoin, zAnnalisa zSavaresi, zand zMargaretha 
zWewerinke-Singh, z“Rights-Based zApproaches zto zClimate zDecision-Making,” zCurrent zOpinion zin 
zEnvironmental zSustainability z52 z(2021): z45–53, zhttps://doi.org/10.1016/j.cosust.2021.06.004. 2
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justice zstrategy zeffective zand zsustainable.55 

 
One zof zthe zmain zchallenges zin zimplementing ztransformative zstrategies zfor zsocial zjustice 

zin zASEAN zis zthe zhierarchy zof zpower zthat zoften zplaces zmarginalised zgroups zoutside zthe 

zdecision-making zprocess. zOvercoming zthis zrequires zsystematic zefforts zto zoverhaul 

zexisting zpower zstructures, zcreating za zmore zegalitarian zspace zfor zall zgroups zto 

zparticipate zand zcontribute zequally. zThis zincludes zpolicy zand zinstitutional zreforms zand 

zchanges zin zculture zand zsocial znorms zthat zsupport zequality zand zinclusiveness. 

ASEAN zhas za zunique zopportunity zto zdevelop zand zimplement zinnovative zand 

ztransformative zsocial zjustice zstrategies zin zthe zcontext zof zglobalisation zand zcloser 

zregional zintegration.56 z Regional zcooperation zon zhuman zrights zand zsocial zjustice zcan 

zcatalyse zbroader zchange zat zthe znational zand zregional zlevels. zThe zexchange zof 

zknowledge, zbest zpractices, zand ztechnical zsupport zamong zASEAN zmember zstates zcan 

zstrengthen zeach zcountry's zcapacity zto zaddress zcomplex zand zdiverse zsocial zjustice 

zissues. zIn zaddition, zthe zrole zof zinternational zand zregional zinstitutions zin zsupporting zthe 

zimplementation zof zthis zstrategy zcannot zbe zoverlooked. zBodies zsuch zas zAICHR zcan zserve 

zas za zforum zto zpromote zdialogue zand zmonitor zand zevaluate zsocial zjustice zpolicies zat zthe 

zregional zlevel. zThrough zthis zmechanism, zmember zstates zcan zexchange zexperiences zand 

zstrategies zthat zhave zproven zeffective, zas zwell zas zidentify zcommon zchallenges zand 

zsolutions zin ztheir zefforts zto zachieve zinclusive zand zsustainable zsocial zjustice. 

In zsome zcountries, zthere zis za ztendency zof zfragmentation zamong zdifferent zsocial 

zmovements, zwhere zeach zmovement zfocuses zon zits zspecific zissues zwithout zseeing zhow 

zthe zoppression zthey zface zis zrelated zto zother zforms zof zoppression.57 z For zexample, za 

zfeminist zmovement zmay zfocus zon zthe zissue zof zgender zequality zwithout zseeing zhow zthe 

 

55 zPaul zAtagamen zAidonojie zet zal., z“Constitutional zand zLegislative zFrameworks zfor zGreen zand zSustainable 
zEnvironmental zGovernance zin zUganda,” zInternational zJournal zof zConstitutional zand zAdministrative z1, 
zno. z1 z(2025): z1–20. 
56 z Isroni zMuhammad zMiraj zMirza, zOksha zDwi zAnugrah zPanjaitan, zand zAndre zArya zPratama, z“Adopting 
zEuropean zUnion zLegal zFrameworks zfor zRestructuring zASEAN: zPathways zto zRegional zStability,” zDialogia 
zIuridica z16, zno. z1 z(2024): z1–26, zhttps://doi.org/10.28932/di.v16i1.8663. 
57 z Elizabeth zEvans, z“Political zIntersectionality zand zDisability zActivism: zApproaching zand 
zUnderstanding zDifference zand zUnity,” zThe zSociological zReview z70, zno. z5 z(2022): z986–1004, 
zhttps://doi.org/10.1177/00380261221111231; zTamara zL zLee zand zMaite zTapia, z“Intersectional 
zOrganizing: zBuilding zSolidarity zthrough zRadical zConfrontation,” zIndustrial zRelations: zA zJournal zof 
zEconomy zand zSociety z62, zno. z1 z(2023): z78–111, zhttps://doi.org/10.1111/irel.12322. 

1

2

Page 28 of 38 - Integrity Submission Submission ID trn:oid:::1:3175011700

Page 28 of 38 - Integrity Submission Submission ID trn:oid:::1:3175011700

http://ejurnal.ung.ac.id/index.php/jalrev/


300 http://ejurnal.ung.ac.id/index.php/jalrev/ JALREV z7 zIssue z01 z2025  

problem zrelates zto zmigrant zworkers' zrights zor zracial zdiscrimination. zTherefore, 

zstrategies zare zneeded zto zbuild zcross-sector zsolidarity zamong zsocial zmovements. 

zAlliances zbetween zfeminist zmovements, zlabour zmovements, zLGBTQ+ zrights 

zmovements, zand zenvironmental zmovements zcan zstrengthen zthe zstruggle zfor zsocial 

zjustice zin zASEAN. zSuch zcollaboration zwill zallow zthem zto zsupport zeach zother zin zfighting 

zfor zinterrelated zrights zand, zultimately, zcreate zmore ztransformative zand zsustainable 

zsocial zchange. 

Solidarity zacross zsectors zis zessential zin zaddressing zASEAN's zmulti-layered zand zcomplex 

zoppression. zOppression zexperienced zby zmarginalised zgroups zoften zoccurs zacross 

zmultiple zlevels zand zdimensions zof zsocial zidentity, zincluding zgender, zclass, zrace, 

zethnicity, zand zsexual zorientation. zPublic zeducation zand zawareness zare zalso zcrucial 

zcomponents zin zpromoting ztransformative zsocial zjustice. zImproving zpeople's 

zunderstanding zof zthe zintersectionality zand zcomplexity zof zoppression zis zan zessential zstep 

ztoward zbuilding zsolidarity zand zpromoting zsocial zchange.58 zIn zthe zASEAN zcontext, zwhere 

zcultural, zreligious, zand zethnic zdiversity zis zhigh, zeducation zon zintersectionality zcan zhelp 

zpeople zunderstand zhow zdifferent zforms zof zdiscrimination zreinforce zinjustice. zEducation 

zprograms zthat zintegrate zthe zconcept zof zintersectionality zin zschool zcurricula, zinclusive 

zpublic zawareness zcampaigns, and training for law enforcement officers and 

government officials can all contribute to creating a society that is more aware of the 

importance of social justice and human rights. 

Education zbased zon zintersectionality zawareness zshould zalso zfocus zon zempowering 

zmarginalised zgroups.59 z For zexample, ztraining zprograms zfor zwomen zmigrant zworkers 

zshould zequip zthem zwith zjob zskills zand zknowledge zof ztheir zrights zas zworkers zand zcitizens. 

zThis zwill zenable zthem zto zbe zmore zindependent zand zspeak zup zfor ztheir zrights zwhen zthey 

zexperience zexploitation zor zdiscrimination. zSuch ztransformative zeducation zshould zbe 

zdesigned z with zthe zinvolvement zof zthe ztarget zgroups zto zensure zthat zthe zmaterials z and 

 

58 zJennifer zJihye zChun, zGeorge zLipsitz, zand zYoung zShin, z“Intersectionality zas za zSocial zMovement 
zStrategy: zAsian zImmigrant zWomen zAdvocates,” zSigns: zJournal zof zWomen zin zCulture zand zSociety z38, zno. 
z4 z(2013): z917–40, zhttps://doi.org/10.1086/669575. 
59 zAaron zJ zHahn zTapper, z“A zPedagogy zof zSocial zJustice zEducation: zSocial zIdentity zTheory, zIntersectionality, 
zand zEmpowerment,” zConflict zResolution zQuarterly z30, zno. z4 z(2013): z411–45, 
zhttps://doi.org/10.1002/crq.21072. 
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methods zused zare zrelevant zto ztheir zneeds. 

 
In zaddition, zpublic zawareness zcampaigns zshould zbe zdesigned zto zchallenge zstereotypes 

zand zstigmas zregarding zmarginalised zgroups zthat zexist zin zsociety. zIn zmany zASEAN 

zcountries, zdiscrimination zbased zon zgender, zrace, zand zsexual zorientation zremains 

zextreme, zboth zin zpopular zculture zand zin zstate zpolicies. zSustained zpublic zawareness 

zcampaigns zcan zhelp zchange zthis znarrative zby zshowcasing zmarginalised zgroups' 

zcontributions zand zexperiences. zFor zexample, zcampaigns zthat zshowcase zthe zpositive 

zcontributions zof zmigrant zworkers zto zthe zeconomies zof zreceiving zcountries zcan zhelp 

zdefuse zthe zxenophobic zsentiments zthat zoften zunderpin zdiscrimination zagainst zthem. 

zSimilarly, zcampaigns zthat zhighlight zthe zimportance zof zgender zinclusivity zand zrespect zfor 

zsexual zorientation zcan zhelp zcreate zsafer zand zmore zinclusive zspaces zfor zthe zLGBTQ+ 

zcommunity. zSocial zmedia zand zdigital zplatforms zare zcrucial zin zspreading zawareness zand 

zeducation zmessages zin zthis zcontext. 

In zmany zASEAN zcountries, zinternet zand zsocial zmedia zaccess zhas zallowed zmarginalised 

zgroups zto zvoice ztheir zexperiences zand zorganise zbroader zsocial zmovements. zPlatforms 

zlike zFacebook, zTwitter, zand zInstagram zhave zbecome zhighly zeffective ztools zfor zfeminist 

zmovements, zLGBTQ+ zrights, zand zworkers' zmovements zto zdisseminate zinformation, 

zbuild zsolidarity, zand zmobilise zpublic zsupport. zUsing zsocial zmedia zas zan zadvocacy ztool 

zcan zaccelerate zthe zprocess zof zsocial zchange zmore zbroadly, zespecially zamong zyounger 

zgenerations zwho zare zmore zopen zto zideas zof zsocial zjustice. zHowever, zthe zchallenge zfaced 

zin zpublic zeducation zand zawareness zis zmaintaining zsustainability zand zconsistency zin 

zsuch zefforts. 

Education zon zsocial zjustice zand zhuman zrights zcannot zbe ztemporary zor zsporadic. zIt 

zrequires za zlong-term zcommitment zfrom zthe zgovernment, zcivil zsociety zorganisations, 

zand zthe zprivate zsector zto zensure zthat zpublic zawareness zcampaigns zdo znot zjust zfocus zon 

zspecific zmoments zbut zbecome zan zintegral zpart zof za zsustainable zsocial zdevelopment 

zstrategy. zGovernments zcan zplay zan zessential zrole zin zsupporting zsuch zeducational 

zinitiatives zthrough zadequate zbudget zallocations, zpolicy zsupport, zand zintegration zof 

zhuman zrights zeducation zin zthe znational zcurriculum. zIn zaddition, zacademic zprograms 

zshould zalso zbe zdesigned zto zencourage zcritical zreflection zand zindividual zempowerment. 
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Education zon zsocial zjustice zshould zinclude zdiscussions zthat zenable zindividuals zto zreflect 

zon ztheir zposition zwithin zbroader zsocial zstructures zand zunderstand zhow ztheir zidentities 

zare zlinked zto zpower zand zoppression. zThis zis zparticularly zimportant zfor zencouraging 

zattitudinal zchange zin zsocieties zthat zare zoften zdominated zby zdiscriminatory zand 

zpatriarchal znorms. zBy zpromoting zthis zcritical zreflection, zeducation zcan zbecome za 

ztransformative ztool, zraising zawareness zabout zoppression zand zempowering zindividuals 

zto zbe zactively zinvolved zin zcreating zsocial zchange. 

The zsuccess zof za ztransformative zstrategy zfor zsocial zjustice zin zASEAN zwill zlargely zdepend 

zon zthe zcommitment zand zhard zwork zof zall zparties zinvolved. zGovernments, zcivil zsociety, 

zthe zprivate zsector, zand zindividuals zmust zwork ztogether ztoward za zjust, zinclusive, zand 

zsustainable zsociety. zBy zadopting za zcomprehensive, zrights-based, zand zparticipatory 

zapproach zand zutilising zinternational zlegal zinstruments zand zregional zsupport, zASEAN 

zcan zserve zas za zmodel zfor zother zregions zto zdevelop zeffective zand ztransformative zsocial 

zjustice zstrategies. zAs zsuch, za ztransformative zstrategy zfor zsocial zjustice zin zASEAN zwill 

zstrengthen zequality zand zinclusiveness zand zsignificantly zcontribute zto zglobal zsocial 

zjustice. zThrough zstrong zcommitment, zclose zcooperation, zand zinnovative zapproaches, 

zASEAN zcan zachieve zsocial zjustice zgoals zthat zare zinclusive, zsustainable, zand zhuman 

zrights-oriented, zthus zcreating za zbetter zfuture zfor zall zits zcitizens. 

5. Conclusion 

Mapping zintersectionality zin zASEAN zreveals zthe zcomplexity zof zoppression zexperienced 

zby zvulnerable zgroups zdue zto zthe zinterplay zbetween zgender zidentity, zrace, zreligion, zsocial 

zclass, zand zsexual zorientation. zThese zinteractions znot zonly zcreate zmultiple zlayers zof 

zdiscrimination zbut zalso zexacerbate zdeep-rooted zstructural zinjustices zin zthe zregion. zThe 

zsituation zalso zhighlights zthe zsignificant zgap zbetween zthe zformal zlegal zframework 

zadopted zby zASEAN zmember zstates zand zits zimplementation, zwhich zoften zignores zthe 

zspecific zneeds zof zvulnerable zgroups. zAlthough zASEAN zhas zratified zvarious zinternational 

zlegal zinstruments zsuch zas zUDHR, zICCPR, zand zICESCR, ztheir zimplementation zat zthe 

znational zlevel zhas zfallen zshort zof zexpectations. zRegional zmechanisms zsuch zas zthe zAICHR 

zare zstill zlimited zto zconsultative zmandates zwithout zadequate zenforcement zcapacity, 

zhindering zeffective zenforcement zof zsocial zjustice zprinciples. 
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To zmake zsignificant zchange, zASEAN zneeds zto zstrengthen zAICHR zto zact zas zan zeffective 

zindependent zwatchdog zin zupholding zsocial zjustice zin zthe zregion. zIn zaddition, zincreased 

zpublic zeducation zand zawareness zcampaigns zare zessential zto zbuild zpublic zunderstanding 

zof zthe zcomplex zand zmulti-layered zissues zof zdiscrimination, zincluding zthose zfaced zby zthe 

zLGBTQ+ zcommunity, zwomen, zand zindigenous zpeoples. zSolidarity zbetween zsocial 

zmovements zand zcivil zsociety zorganisations zshould zbe zstrengthened zto zpromote zlegal 

zreforms zthat zare zinclusive zand zresponsive zto zthe zspecific zneeds zof zmarginalised zgroups. 

zA zcross-sectoral zcollaborative zapproach zis zneeded zbetween zgovernment, zprivate zsector, 

zand zcivil zsociety zto zcreate zan zecosystem zthat zsupports zsustainable zsocial zjustice zchange. 

zWith zthese zmeasures, zASEAN zhas zgreat zpotential zto zbecome za zmodel zregion zthat 

zrespects zdiversity zand zensures zsocial zjustice zand zhuman zrights zfor zall zits zcitizens 

zwithout zdiscrimination. This transformation requires strong political commitment and 

adequate resource support from all member states to make ASEAN pivotal in 

promoting higher human rights standards and advocating for regional and regional 

social justice. 
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